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Agreement for Tax Collection Services

This Agreement is made between Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP (hereinafler refened to

as the;Firm1 and HOPKINS CoUNTY (hereinafier referred to as the "Client").

Articlc I
Naturo ot Ralalic,tshiq

1.01 The
rslationship.

parties hereto acknowledge that this Agreement creates an aftorney-Glient

1.02 The Client hereby emptoys the Firm to provide the services hereanafter described for

compensation hereinaft er provided.

Article 2
ScoP€ of Scrvices

Z.O1 The Firm shall take reasonable and necessary actions to collect prop€rty taxes that are

ou,€d to the Client and lhat are subiect to this agr€ement, as hereinafter provided.

2.02 The Client may from tims.to-time specify in witing additional aclions to be taken by the

Firm in conneclion with the colledion of taxes that are owed to the Client. Client further constitutes

and appoinls the Firm as client's attomeys to sign all legal instruments, pleadings, drafts.

authorizations and papers as shalt be reasonably necessary to prosecule the Client's claim for taxes.

Z.O3 Taxes owed to the Client shall become subject to this agteemenl upon th. following

dates, whr-chever occurs tirsti

(a) On February 1 of the year in whidr the taxes become delinquent if a previously filed

tax suit is then pending against the property sublect lo the taxi

(b) On the date any tawsuit is filed with respecl lo the recovery of the lax if lhe tax is
delinquent and is required to be included in the suit pursuant to TEX. TAX CODE S 33 a2(a):

(c) on the date of filing any application for tax wanant u,here recovery of the tax or

estimatej tax is sought and wherJ ttre'fiting of an application for tax warranl by the Firm is al the

request of Client's Tax Assessor-Collector:

(d) On the date of filing any claim in bankruplcy where re@very ot the tax is sought; or

(e)lnlhecaseoftangiblepersona|property,onthe60thdayaflertheFebruaryl
delinquency date: or

(f) On July 1 of the year in which the taxes become delinquent.

2.O1 The Firm shall place a full time staff member at the Hopkins county Tax office in

addition lo lhe current Firm's staff member to pursue delinquent taxes for Hopkins county. The full

time employee shall be available to the Hopkins counly Tax Collector on a daily basis as to
colleclions ind proposed tax sales. The Firm'j stafl members shall have authodly to ac1 on behalf of

the Firm.
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Artlcle 3
Compensdtion

3.Ot Client agrBes to pay to the Firm, as compensation for thB scrvices required h€r€in,

lifteen (15%) percer of all taxes, penalty and lnteresl subject to the terms o{ this contract as set torth

in Paragraph 2.03 above, collected and paid to the collector ot taxes during th€ term of this contract,
as and when collected.

3.02 The Client shall pay the Fkm by lhe tw€ ieth day of each month, all componsation
eamed by the Firm for the previous month as provided in this Article 3. All compensation above
provided for 6hall become the poperty of the Firm at the time payment of the laxos, p€nalty and

interest is made to the colleclor.

(a) The Hopkins County Tax Collector shall be notified and consulted prior to the filang of
any and all tax suit fllings.

(b) More than 30 days before a tax sale, all lien holders and or^,nent of pmpe(ies aqacent
to the property to be sold shall b€ noticed of the tax sale by regular mail.

(c) The Firm agrees to pay all costs of sending all mailings required by Sections 33.07 and
33.11 of the Texas Tax Code. The Client has greviously adoPled the early turnover
provbions in Seclion 33.11 of the Texas Tax Code for Hopkins County.

(d) The Firm agrees to pay all costs related to the produc,tion anc, mailing of written
taxpayer notifications. These costs include, but are not limited to tax statements,
stationary, postage, penatty ard interest computation, and printing The Firm will also
provide the Client with prinlouts of thE Dslinquent Tax Rolls, either in its entirety or by
selecled groups of delinquent ac@unts, at no additional cost. The Firm also agrees to
expand telephone notitication of delinquent laxes to delinquent taxpayers.

Article 4
lntellectual Property Righls

/t.Ol The Client recognizes and acknowledges that the Firm owns all right, title and interest
in certain poprietary software that the Firm mey utilize in conjunction with pertormirE the servlces
provided in this Agreement. The Client agrees and hereby grants to the Firm the right to use and

incorporate any information provic,ed by the Client ("Client lnformation") to update the databases in

this proprietary sofhryare, and, noh,t/ithstanding that Client lnformation has been or shall be used to

update lhe daiabases in this proprietary software, further stipulates and agrees thd fhe Client shall

have no nghts or ownership whatsoever in and to the soflware or the data contained therein, except
that the Client shall be entitled to obtain a copy of such dete that directly relates to the Clienfs
eccounts at any time.

1.OZ The Firm agrees that it will not share or disclose any specific confidenlial Client
lnformation with any othei oompany, individual, organization or agency, without the prior written
consent of the Client, excepl as mey be required by law or where such information is olheMise
publicly available. lt is agreed that the Firm shall have the righl to use Oient lnformation for intemal
analysis, purpose6 of improving the Proprietary software and database, and to generate aggregate
data and statistics that may inherently contain Client lnformation. These aggregate statGtics are
owned solely by the Firm and will generally be used internally, but may be shared with the Firm's

afliliates, partners or other third parties for puposes of improving the Firm's software and services.
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Article 5
Costs

5.01 The Firm and Client recognize that publication costs for cilalions and nolices of sale

and litle abstract costs will be incurred in the process of providing the litigation services contemplaled

in this Agreement. subiect to prior approvjl by the commissioners court. all such Gosts shall be

billed to tlhe Client, ln care of the Firm, and the Firm will advance the payment of sucft costs on behalf

oiG Cf,unt. Upon recovery of such costs from the defendants or from lhe tax sale of defendants'

property, the Firm shall be reirnbursed for the advance payment. Alternalively, the Firm may arrange

with th6 vendor or agency providing lhe service that actual Payment of the costs of services is wholly

contingent upon tecirery of such costs by the Client or the Firm lrom lhe defendants or from the tax

sale oi detendants' property. tn such contingent arrangemenls, the Clienl has no resPonsibility or

liability for payment or advincement of any iosts, other than foparding to the vendor or service

piouicL, any 6st amounts received from defendants or from the tax sale of defendants' property'

3.02 The Client acknowledges that the Firm may provide seNices, such as title research,

with its own employees or with other;ntities or individuals who may be affiliated with the.Firm, but the

iiim agiees tnat aiy ctrarges for such services will be reasonable and consislent with what the same

servic; would cosi if obt;ined from a third party. The Client agrees thal upon the recovery of such

costs, ttre Client will: (i) pay the Firm for any suth costs which have been advanced by the Firm or

p"rtoi."O Oy tne fimi. anO (ii) pay any ttrira party agencl or vendor owed for performing such

services.

6.01 This
and shall expire on
provided

Article 6
Temr and Terminatiotl

6,02 LJnless prior to 60 days before the Expiration Date, the client or the Firm notifies the

other rn writing that it does not wish io continue this Agreement beyond its initial term' this. Agreement

shall be auto;atically extended for an additional one year period without the necessfty of any further

aclron by etther parli. ln the absence of any such 60 day notice by either the Client or the Firm' the

egreeminf shall continue lo automatically renew for additional and successive one-year terms in the

same manner at the end of each renewal period.

6.03lfatanytimeduringtheinitialtermofthrsAgreementoranyextensionhereoJ.tlp
Client determines thatihe Firm's p6rformance under this Agreement is unsatisfactory, the Client shall

notify the Firm in writing ot the ilient's determination. The notice from the Ctient shall specify the

partiiular deficiencies ttiat ttre Ctient has observed in the Firm's performance. The Firm shall have

",rtv 
(oo) days from the dale of the notice to cure any such deficiencies. If at the conclusion of thal

ii*ti-i"i re;edial period, the Ctient remains unsatisfied with the Firm's performance. the Client may

terminaG this Agreement effeclive upon the expiration o{ thirty days following the date ol writlen

notice to the Firm of such termination ("Termination Dale").

6.04 Whether this Agreement expires or is terminated. the Firm shall be entilled to continue

to prosecute any tax suits, apPlications for tax wanants or bankruptcy claims pending on the

Terrnination Date or Expiratlon tjate for an additional six months following termination or expiration'

The Client agrees that the Firm shatl be compensated as provided by Article 3 for any base lax'

penalties anJinterest collected in the pending matters during the six-month period'

Aoreement shall be effective o

?iat rlt-,2018(the:L,#brnr'i,*!"[#:t""."ff "P^:f 
;]
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6.05 The Ctient agrees that the Firm shall be reimbursed for any costs advanced and shall

be paid for any services performed pursuant to Article 5 when such costs are recovered by or on

behalf of the Clienl, regardless of the date recovered. lt ls expressly agreed that neilher the

expiration nor the termination of this Agreement constitutes a walver by the Firm of its enlitlement to

be reimbursed for such @sts and to be paid for such services. lt is further expressly agreed thal the

expiration of any six-month period under Section 6.04 does not constiMe any such waiver by the

Firm.

Article 7
M,Sc6r/aneous

7.01 Assrgnment and S ubcc,1,tftcting. This Agreement is not assignable, Provided however,

the Firm may from-time-to-time obtaln co-cotnsel or subcontract some d he services provided for

herein to other law fitms or entilies. ln such cases, tne Firm will retain suPervisory conFol 8nd

responsibility for any services prov{ded by such cc.counsel or subcontradors and shall be

responsible to pay any compensation due to any such co-counsel or sub@ntractor.

7,02 Mediation. Any controversy between the parti* to this Agreement involving. the

construction or application of iny of the terms, covenants, or conditions of this Agreement shall, on

the writlen request of one party served on the other, be submitle<l to mediation before a medialor

agreed to by both parties.

7.03 lntegrdtion. This Agreement contains lhe entiG agreement between the parties hereto

aM may only be modified in a written amendmenl, executed by both parties.

7.O1 Represc,ntation of Olhet Ta,<ing Entfties. The Client acknowledges and consetts to

t||e representetion Uy ttre Firm of other taxing entities that may be owed taxes or other claims and be

secured by the same property as the Clients daim.

ln considoration of the telms and compen3ation herein stat d, the Firm hefeby accepts

said employmer and unde(akes the performance of this Agreement as above vfitten. This

Agreemenf is executed on behalf of the Firm and of the Client by the duly authorized persons whose

signatures appear below.

HOPKINS COUNTY

By:

Linebarger Goggan Blair
& Sam LLP

er

o,
L/../.

oo
*

County Clerk
t9l'

',trtln6c
Shidey
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